
THE WAR WITH MEXICO.

SPEECH OF
lion. Joint A. Dix, of ev York,

IX THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, JAN. ttJ, 1349,
On the Hill reported from the Committee on Military

Affairs tt raise, for a limited i;,e an ajjMonat
Military Force.
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The establishment ia Mexico of a momrchy of any de-

scription whatever, testing upon a solid basis, should be the
first object of our policy ; for we know that the instability
attached to the actual form of its government, biitigs with it
disadvantages for our commerce, and inconveni nces for our
people."

He adds, that if Mexico is to prevscrve her repub-
lican form of government, her incorporation into the
Union of the North would seem more favorable to
France than her existing condition, on account of the
development of commerce nnd all the guarantees of
liberty, security, and justice, which his compatriots
would enjoy ; and that England would lose, under
such an order of things, wnat France would gain.

I Thus, though the dismemberment and absorption of
j Mexico by the United States, are regarded by M. de

.Mofiras as preferable to the commercial monopoly and
the "species of political sovereignty," as he denomi-- !
nates it, which England has exercised in that cou-

ntry, tiie first object of France, according to him,
should he a reconstruction of monarchy in Mexico,

: with a foreign prince on the throne, aud this prince
j from some branch of the Bourbon family. The opin-- j
ions contained in this book are not put forth as the

j mere speculations of a private person. They are the
op'nions ot an age:u ot the government: the publica-
tion is made by order of the king, and under the aus-
pices of Ins two chief ministers, and so stated in the
title page. I do not mean to hold the government of
France responsible for all the opinions contained in
that work ; but, can we believe that those I have
quoted, concerning as they do so jruve a subject ad
the international relations of France with Mexico,
and of Mexico with the United States, would have
been put forth without modification under such high
official sanctions, if they had b'-.- -n viewed wth posi-
tive disfavor 1 It appears to me, that we are con-Strain- ed

to view them, like tue deciaraton of M. (.iui-zo- t,

though certainly toa very inferior extent, us pos-

sessing an official character, which we are not at
liberty wholly to disregard, when we consider the
one in connection with the other.

Aud now, sir, I risk, do not these opinions nnd dec-
larations, especially when we look to the open and
direct interference with Great llritain and France, by
the force of arms, in the domestic affairs of some of
the South American republics within the last two
years, furnish a just ground of npprehen- - ion, if wc
should retire from .Mexico without a treaty and as en-euemi- es,

that it might become u theatre for the exer-
cise of influence of a most unfriendly character to
us? Willi the aid of the monarchical party in .Mex-
ico, would there not be danger that the avowed de-si- gn

ot establishing a throne, might bo real. zed !
The chances of open interposition ate unquestionably
diminished by the results of the war : but I am con
strained to believe the chances of secret interference
are increased by the avidity imputed to us for territo-
rial extension. Ought not this danger to influence,
to some extent, our own conduct, at least so far as to
dissuade us from abandoning, until a better prospect

! of a durable peace shall exist, the advantages wc
(have gained as belligerents! We know a great
majority of the Mexican people are radically averse
to any other than a republican form of government :

but we know, also, the proneness of a people among
whom anarchy reigns triumphant, to seek any refuge

j which promises the restoration of tranquility and so
cial order.

Mr. President, any attempt by a European power to
interpose in the u flairs of Mexico, either to establish
a monarchy, or to maintain, in the language of M.

jtiuizot, ihe equilibrium of the great political forces
in America," would be the signal for a war far more
important in its consequences, and inscrutable in its

. issues, than this. We could not submit to such inter-- ;
position if we would. The public opinion of the
country would compel us to resist it. W e are com-miU- ed

by the most formal declarations iirst made by
President .Monroe iu l'SJ, and repeated by the pres-
ent Chief .Magistrate of the Union. We have pro- -

tested, iu the most solemn manner, against any fur-- j
ther colonization by European powers on th;s conti-- j
nent. We have protested against any interference in

j the political concerns of the independent states in this
hemisphere. A protest, it is true, does not imply

j that the ground it assumes is to be maintained at all
hazards, and if necessary, by f rce of anus. Great
llritain protested against the interference of France
in the affairs of Spain in 1SJ3 ; sin? has more recent- -
ly protested against the absorption of L'racow by Aus-- ;
tria as a violation of the political order of Europe,
settled at Vienna by the allied sovereigns, and against
tiie Montpensier marriage as a violation of the
treaty of Utrecht : but I do not remember that in
either case he did anything more than to proclaim to

I the world her dissCnt from the acts against which she
; enteren her protest. It has always seemed lo me to
j be unwise in a government to put forth manifestoes

w ithout being prepared to maintain them by acts, or to
j make declarations of abstract principle until the oc-

casion has arrived for enforcing tbem. The declara- -'

Hons ot a President having no power to make war
j w ithout a vote of Congress, or even to employ the
i military force of the country except to defend our own
; territory, is very different from the protest of a sover-jeig- n

holding the issues of peace and war in his own
hands. Eut the former may not be less effectual
when they are sustained, as I believe those of Presi-- j
dents .Monroe and Polk are, in respect to European
interference on the American continent, bv an tmdi-- j
vided public opinion, even though they may not have
received a formal response from Congress. I hold,

! therefore, if any such interposition as that to which
II have referred shooM take place, resistance on our
spart would inevitably follow, and we should become
j involved in controversies, of which no man could
foresee the end.

Uefore I quit this part of the subject, I desire to
advert to some circumstances recently made public,
and, if true, indicating significantly the extent to
which Great Eniain is disposed to carry her other en-

croachments on this Continent, as in every other quar-
ter of the globe. On the coast of Honduras, in Cen- -

j tral America, commonly called the .Mosquito coast,
j tht re is a tribe of Indians hearing tle same name,
numbering b:it a few hundred individuals, and inhab-- i
itiug Koine miserable villages in the neighborhood of

j Cape Gracilis a D;cs, near tiie fifteenth parallel of
j north latitude. Several hundred miles s mill is the
nrcr ...SCr.tl T . i . i nuinln-- r Ir.wrl t 'iL. .! 1 . i fn... tl.o.ijt.i, i nulling .iiii. ..L..y ..vt..tti.'.
Caribbean Sea, a spice of about two degrees of lon-

gitude, with the town of Nicaragua at its mouth,
aud a castle or fort about midway between the town
r.ud l ike. The lake is only lifteeu leagues from the
Pacific, .and constitutes, with the river San Juan, one
of the proposed lines for a ship canal across the
isthmus. Great liritain has recently bid claim to the

, river San Juan and the town of Nicaragua, if she
has not actually Jfaken possession of the latter. 1 have

! seen a communication from the Untish consul-gener- al

I at Guatemala, asserting the independence of the Mos-- ;
qui tos as a nation. 1 have also seen a communica-- ,
tio.i from tne lk;tish consul nt illuefield, on the Mos-jqui- to

shore, asserting that "the Moxpuito flag and
nation are under the special protection of the crown

j of Great Prjtain," and that "tiie limits which the
; Eritish Government is dtermiued to maintain as the
j right of the King of the Mosquitos" 'comprehend
the San Juan river." liy Arrowsmith's London At-- I
his, published in IS 10, the Mosqupo territory covered
about 10,000 square miles, nearly as large an area as
that of the State of New i ork ; but it did not ex-

tend below the twelfth parallel of latitude, while the
river San Juan is on th eleventh, i have seen the
protest of the State of Nicaingua against the occu-
pation of the town of Nicaragua on the river San
Juan, which, as the protest declares, has been from
time imm-mon- al in tier quiet and peaceable posses-
sion. The state f San Salvador, one of the Central
American republics, also uniies in the protest, and
declares her determination, if tiie outrage shall he
carried into elfect, to exert her whob power until the
usurper "shall be driven from the limits of Central
America."

1 understand, for I speak only from information,
that tireat liritain has for some time claimed to have
had the Mosquitns, a mere naked tn'ie of Indians of
a few hundred persons, under her protection.
Through her influence they appointed a king, who
was taken to lielize, a British station on the bay ef
Yucatan, and there crowned. It is said, also, that on
ti e decease of the king, he was found to have' be-

queathed his dominions to her Britunnic Majesty. It
appears to be certain that she has, under this pretence
of protection, extended her dominion over an immense
surface in Central America ; that .she has at least one

Extract cf a letter from the Supreme Government of the
State of Xieardxuj to the Supreme Guiernmtut of the
Slate of San Salvador.
"A liibe with no lecuotzed form of government, without

civilization, and euliuly abandoned to savage life, is sud-

denly made use of by enlightened Holland tor the puipose
ef planting one of her feel upoti the Atlantic coat of this
State ; or lather, for the puipose of taking possession of the
port for communication between Europe, Ameiica and Asia,

j aod other iinpoitaul countiies at the pmi;t whtie the grand
I intei-oceao- ic canal is mast piacticable."

vesel of war, the Sun, commanded by an officer bear-
ing an English name, "Commander Trotter, f the
Moaquito ivay," as he is 6tyled in a letter written by
the JJritish consul at Eluefield, and that she is still
further extending herself, against thc remonstrance of
the Central American States. Eut these States, be-

sides being physically weak, are distracted by inter-

nal feuds ; and if thc proceedings complained of be
not the unauthorized acts of British agents, which
Great Britain will disavow, it is hardly to be expected
that a usurpation, so unjustifiably consummated, will
be abandoned on an appeal to the justice of the wrong-

doer. Whether our government should remain qui-

escent under this encroachment un m-a- r and de-

fenceless neighbors, is a question worthy of consider-
ation. Under any circumstances, it seuns to me to
afford little assurance of non-interferen- ce with the
alfairs of .Mexico, if uur forces were to be withdrawn
without a treaty.

There is another consideration which ought not to
bo overlooked. In July last, Lord George Eenlinck
made a motion for an address to her Britannic Majesty
praying her to take such measures us she might deem
proper to secure the payment of the Spanish govern-
ment bonds held by British subjects. Those bonds
amount to about three hundred and eighty millions of
dollars, and on about three hundred and forty millions
no interest w hatever has bet n paid : and including
this debt nearly seven hundred and thirty millions of
dollars are due to British subjects by foreign govern-
ments a puiii equal to nbout one tit 'ill of her nation-
al debt. He coiKended, that "by the law of tn'iuns,
from time immemorial, it has been held that the re-

covery of just debts is a lawful cause of war, if the
country from which payment i? due icfuses to listen
to the claims of the country to whom money ia owing."
He quoted authorities to show that the payment of
the debt, or the interest mi it, might Im. enforced with-o- ut

hiving recourse to arms, though as-ert- thc
right to resort to f.. ice to compel it. II referred to
the ricli colonies of Spain, and especially Cuba, to
show that there was wealth enough in its annual pro-
duce ni:d revenue to pay the whole debt due by Spain
to British bond-holder- s. ' He referred to ihe naval
force winch Spain possessed to Mm.v 'hat there Would
not be 'any very elective resistance," h;i1 that "the
most timid minister" r'td not fear it. Having, in
the course of his rem irk, called the attention of the
Minister of Foreign Alfairs to the subject, Lord I'al- -

merston, in responding to his call, ntered into an ex-

tended statement in respect to the foreign debt due to
Uritish subjects. He drew a distinction between
transactions! by one government with another, by
British subjects with the si bjects of another govern-
ment, and iietween debtrt and nctn of injustice and
oppression. This distinction, however, he treated as
matter of expediency and established practice. He
assented to the doctrine laid down by the noble lord-wh-o

made the motion for au address, and he fcaid, if it
were the wise policy of England to lay down a rule
that she would enforce obligations of this character
with the sa ue rigor as those i f a different character,
she would have a full right, according to the liws of
nations, to do so. And he concluded by saying that
England had not refrained from taking the tleps urged
by Ins noble friend, because die was "afraid cf these
states, or all of them put together;" that it was not
to be supposed the British Parliament, or the British
nation, would long remain patient under the wrong,
and that they had ample power and means to obtain
justice.

('onrluJfl in our o'lj
Gold Mines in Russia. The mines of Russia,

have become the great source for the supply of gold
to the world, as the mints of America for the supply
of silver. But the circumstance which has recently
attracted much attentiun to these mines, was the in-

vestment by the Emperor of Russia of twenty-fou- r
millions of dollars in precious metals, in the securi-
ties of England and France. The I'aris Journal des
Debats, has entered fully into the subject and given
full particulars of the proceeds of these mines. The
gold mines are situated in the chain of the Ural
mountain, and more to the east, in the heart of Sibe-
ria. These are immense alluvions stretched out at
the foot of the Ural mountains, or i;i the vallies of
the more elevated chain of the Altai mountains. Gold
is there iu its native state, as usual in
very small quantities in the midst of sand and gravel.
The zone in which the auriferous deposits are distrib-
uted has a mean width of about nine hundred kilome-
tres, (rattier more than half a mile) and a length of
several thousand kilometres. Toe presence of gold
on so great an extent of soil is one of the most gen-
eral of the inineralogical phenomena which can be
pointed out on the face of the globe.

The working of tiie mines was not regularly car-
ried on untii Till then all the gold furnished
by boreal Russia wis reduced to about four'een hun-

dred pounds weight, which was separated as an acces-
sory production, from the Kilver, of which the coun-
try has some mines. This amount represents, ac-

cording to the taritf of French money, which gives
to gold fifteen times and a half the value of silver
a sum of ab ut dollars. Iu lIö the pro-
duction as officially stated, was about 10,000 pounds
of line gold. Allowing for what nasses otf clandes
tinely, iu order to avo.d the impost, the production
may he placed at 4,M0 pounds, which represents
ir,ö 10,01 0 dollar. In li?40 the amount obtained
was not two fifths of this sum. hut duriue these last
years the increase has been very great.

Compared With the quantity f gold furnished from
other parts of the world, it is estimated that Russia
yields about double the amount.

A more exact Ut-- of the importance of thi pro-
duct may be formed by comparing it with siuer. At
the beginning of the century, Ainer:ca yield. J over
thiny-fiv- e m.ll.ons of dollars of fine silver. The
Spanish republics, almost nil of them made desolate
by anarchy, have seen this product tall to J7,OIHJ,000
dollars. The general production of silver was, at the
beginning of the century, 40,HK 1,000 dollars. Ameri-
ca then furnished nine-ieni- ns ,f metal. There
was then produced in the world raucs centimes
in tilver again.-- ; "lie franc in gold. At present the
total product of stiver may be estimated at nearly
:W,000,000 of dollars, against more than 41,000,000
doliars of gold. The old projMirtion is thus overturned,
and must be attributed to Russia.

Tne rate which was presented at thc beginning of
the century was nearly the mean rate of the product
of the two metals since the discovery of America.
Till more recent times America had had almost the
exclusive privilege of supplying the world with gold
and silver. What it had produced from its discovery
to the first of January, 15 4(5, may be computed to
amount to 7 milliards lV?0,UH,ChK" dollars, of which
5 milliards o 10,000,000 were in silver, and 1 rnill.ard
yrrÜ.UÜO.OCÜ of gold. It is in consequence of this
great extraction of silver that the gold had acquired
so much value in relation to that metal, and that one
kilogram, or about two pounds of gold, whirh in com-
merce was formerly exchanged for ten kilograms of
silver, h id reached the value of 15 1- -J or l." ;J-- In
prccess of time, if, as there is reason to believe, tlu
produce of gold continues to be in Russia v hat it is
n jw, the comparative value of the two metals will
not be slow in approaching more or less what it was
three centuries ago. A'. V. i'of.

Dieailful Miiu rcclt.
Intelligence lias been received from Malta of the

total loss of her Majesty's steam frigate Avenger, on
the Sortlle rocks, otf the Northern coas-- t of Africa.
Tiie Avenger had on buad .70 persons, all cf whom,
it is learned, were drowned, with the exception f a
lieutenant und four men. The vessel was commanded
by a sou of Admiral Napier; and among the Victims
was Lieut. .Marryatt. it appears finin u statement
in the .Malta Times, that when the Avenger struck,
two boats were low eied, eiie containing Lieut. Rouke,
the surgeon, the second muster, and live seamen; but
they were at once carried away from tiie snip, vvh.ch
they saw thrown upon her beam ends, the sea making
a clean breach over her. The boat reached the coast
of Africa ut Buerta, but was swamped in the attempt
tola no; only live persons, including Lieut. Rooke,
gained the shore. By the aid of some friendly Arabs,
they were enabled to reach Tunis. The Avenger
was u first class sleamer, of 1 lit tons, and CÖ0 horse
power.

Anotiif.k Fatal Snmvr.ccK. Thc ship Helena,
of Dundee, bound to that port with a cargo valued at
j'J0,000, was wrecked on North Ronaldsha, on thc
loth of December, and six of the crew drowned. The
cargo will be partly saved. It is ii.surcd one-ha- lf in
London, and the other in New York.

Death of the U. S. Consul at Belfast. The
English papers announce the sudden and unexpected
death of Thomas W. Gilpin, Eq., the United States
consul at Belfast. Mr. ti. w as the brotl.t r of our res-

pected townsman, Henry D. Gilpin, Esq. '.'".ait Ma

Bulletin.


